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IF YOU SEE   
OR HEAR  , 
REPORT  

‘It’ is discrimination, in all its forms. 
Racism. Homophobia, Misogyny. Disablism.

If you have seen it or heard it, follow
the QR code to report it to Kick It Out.

Together, we can put an end to it.
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RED DEVILS’ DIARY
WELCOME TO THE BROADFIELD STADIUM

NEWS BITES FROM THE DEVIL

Welcome to the Broadfield Stadium for today’s League Two Match. We would 
also like to extend a warm Crawley Town welcome to the players, staff and 
fans of today’s visitors and wish them all a safe journey home after the game.

COLIN KASIM-RICHARDS TAKES THE LEAD ROLE 
39 year old Colin Kasim-Richards joined as the club’s Head Coach on 
24th March for the remainder of the 2025/26 season. 
The former professional footballer had recently been coaching in the 
Arsenal Youth set-up, having competed throughout the football pyramid 
in England and having also appeared on the international stage. Colin 
began his youth career with Queens Park Rangers and Arsenal before 
turning professional whilst a Youth at Bury. 
After committing to Turkey internationally in 2007, he built an extensive career across Europe, 
playing for clubs including; Fenerbahçe, Toulouse, Galatasaray, Olympiacos, Bursaspor and 
Feyenoord. He has also played in Brazil and Mexico. Between 2007 and 2015, he earned 
37 caps for Turkey, scoring twice, and also represented the country at U21 and B level (43 
appearances and 3 goals across all levels).
UK wise - he played for Brighton & Hove Albion after leaving Bury. His varied and interesting 
career has also seen him feature for Sheffield United, Blackburn Rovers, Celtic and Derby 
County. He eventually hung up his shooting boots whilst at Turkish top flight club Karagümrük 
(one of the Instanbul districts) in 2023. Since his retirement from playing, Colin has worked 
behind the scenes, obtaining his coaching badges and performing some work with the PFA.
Colin ended up at Brighton in unusual circumstances: The player contract was arranged after a 
fan of the club, Aaron Berry, won the £250k for his club to sign Colin by entering a competition 
run by Coca-Cola. This led to him being known as the “Coca-Cola Kid” at the time.

JULIAN GREY BECOMES UNDERSTUDY
Julian Gray has joined the club from Birmingham City as Assistant Head-
Coach to Colin Kazim-Richards. The 46 year old is UEFA A Licence 
qualified. 
During his playing career as a left winger, Gray made his breakthrough 
at Arsenal. He moved to Crystal Palace in 2000, where he quickly 
established himself, playing a key role in their 2003-04 promotion and 
scoring in a famous FA Cup win over Liverpool at Anfield. In total he made 125 appearances and 
scored 11 goals for Palace.
In 2004, he went to Cardiff on loan before joining Birmingham City and was a regular starter 
there in his first Premier League season. He later played for Coventry City, Fulham, Barnsley 
and Walsall. He then spent two years in Cyprus with Nea Salamis Famagusta, before returning 
to Walsall in 2013 for a short second spell. In total he made 355 appearances (41 goals) in his 

playing days. After he called time on his successful playing career, he headed back 
to join Arsenal as a youth-team coach. He then headed to another former club, 
Birmingham, to take a similar role until being given his new job at Crawley.

DANNY CASHMAN LOANED TO U’s
Local National league side Sutton United have signed Danny Cashman 
on loan until the end of the season. Cashman previously worked with 
the Sutton boss, Chris Agutter, at Worthing last season. Danny began 
his career as a Brighton Youth player, before being sent to Coventry - 
who loaned him to Rochdale, Walsall and Altrincham. He then went on 
to great success at Worthing, scoring 28 goals in 79 appearances.(He 
represented England at under-16 and under-17 level). Good to see him 
back in action following his long term injury. Danny had only managed 
5 appearances before injury curtailed his Reds season. 

NEWS EDITOR FALLS ON HIS “SWARD”
In the Gillingham edition we did a photo feature on the hardworking groundstaff and how well 
they have looked after the pitch (in what was the 4th wettest winter in the recorded history of the 
South East of England). Unfortunately we incorrectly gave credit to Complete Turf Care, when in 
fact the contract has now passed on to JMW Turfcare (whose Head Office is also in Sutton, like 
Danny Cashman). So we extend our thanks to JMW for keeping the pitch in such great condition, 
for both the Red Devils and the Brighton Women’s team.   

WAKE UP & SMELL THE COFFEE & 
VOTE FOR A GOAL
CTFC have welcomed local business 
Lindfield Coffee Works as the new Goal 
of the Month sponsor. This exciting 
partnership gives our supporters the 
chance to vote each month for the 
standout goal, with the winner receiving their award pitch side in front of the fans. The Club said 
“We’re really looking forward to launching this initiative and would like to extend a warm welcome 
to the Lindfield Coffee Works team as they join us here at Crawley Town FC.” The Gillingham 
game certainly gets this initiative off to a good start with a couple of well worked goals to get the 
ball rolling. 

ATTENDANCE STAT ATTACK
We recently introduced “The Top 15 Home Attendances” 
to our stats pages. We are therefore pleased to note 
that the bumper crowd of 4338 on Saurday 28th March 
V Gillingham has made it into the list. That was our 12th 
highest ever League Two home crowd. Let us hope for 
some more record breaking attendances before season’s 
end.

REGGIE REAPPEARS
After a period of hibernation we were all glad to see lucky 
mascot, “Reggie The Red”, return to match 
fitness. He obviously is lucky, as we won our 
first game after ten without success.
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THOUGHTS OF A LIFELONG FAN
(WRITTEN 21/3/26)                     BY STEVE LEAKE

In the Red Devils’ Diary this week, I have 
chosen to talk about two groups who are 
there to make the lives of Crawley Town 
supporters a little better when, perhaps, 
things are not going as well as they 
might. Either for the club as a whole, or 
for individual supporters who, because of 
some disability need help to watch their 
club in a safe and enjoyable manner.
First up are the Crawley Town Supporters 
Allliance (CTSA) who were founded to UNITE 
the Crawley Town FC Supporters who were, 
before our promotion to the Football league 
back in 2011, “somewhat” represented by 
two bodies. Namely, the Crawley Town FC 
Supporters Club and The Devils’ Trust. 

The use of the word “somewhat” being my 
way to show that the majority of people who 
came through the home turnstiles chose, 
for whatever reason, to think and talk for 
themselves, which, of course, is everybody’s 
inalienable right.

Throughout the history of our club, now known 
as Crawley Town FC, (since 1958 when the 
suffix Town was added) the fan base has 
always been very closely involved with the 
club they supported. This was especially 
so when we played at Town Meadow; with 
supporters helping to get games on when the 
pitch resembled a World War 1 battlefield or in 
helping to bring the dressing rooms back into a 
welcoming state in pre-season. 

However, in the second half of the first decade 
of this new Millenium, after having secured a 
Conference place in 2004 , our new owners, 
the Majeed Brothers, turned us into a full-
time club, as far as the playing staff were 
concerned and before we knew it we were 
lumbered with debt. 

Francis Vines, the manager who won us our 
Conference place and the Southern league 
Cup (pictured right), was sacked in March 

2006 and the club announced that the entire 
squad was up for sale. Players and staff had 
seen their salaries cut in half, and in June 
2006 the club entered administration and 
shortly after it emerged that Chas Majeed 
should not have been running a Football Club 
at all. (He was about as far away from passing 
a “fit and proper persons test” as it is possible 
to be.) 

In response to all the doom and gloom at the 
club, supporters of all factions met at The 
Town Hall, and whilst it was not unanimous, 
a decision was made to set up a football trust 
which was called the Devils’ Trust. 

In the following season the Club was deducted 
10 points, and we did well to finish in 18th 
place, which would have been 11th without the 
points deduction. 

Shortly after the end of that season, the former 
Boston manager (and it has to be said, not 
very popular at the time) Steve Evans was 
appointed as manager. In hindsight this was 
probably the only good thing the Majeed 
brothers did in their short attempt at owning a 
football club. 

The next year we finished on 60 points, after 
yet another points deduction, (this time of only 
6 points) and finished in 15th place, but most 

importantly the club had new owners, Prospect 
Estates, and we were starting to play our way, 
the Crawley way, out of our troubles. Over 
the next two seasons we overcame the last of 
our point deductions, this time it was only 1, 
finishing in 9th and 7th positions. 

With this rise in our footballing fortunes the 
cracks in our fanbase began to heal and by the 
end of the next season we were celebrating 
promotion to the Football League due to the 
management of Steve Evans and the players 
that were brought to the club thanks to another 
set of new owners.  

Bruce Winfield (ex-Town Mead Wanderers 
player), pictured above, and Sue Carter 
bought the club in July 2010 from Prospect, 
and the Reds embarked on a remarkable 
journey that unfortunately Bruce never got to 
see the end of. 

Pleasingly Bruce did get to see us at Old 
Trafford in our famous FA Cup meeting, and 

despite his doctor’s advice, absented himself 
from St Catherine’s Hospice on the evening of 
our three one win over those pesky Wombles 
at the Broadfield. That result did not clinch the 
title; that was to come later at Tamworth, but 
for all intents and purposes it was the clincher 
in what proved to be an awesome season. 

Bruce had cancer and when advised not 
to go to the game on the 18th of March he 
simply said, “what could go wrong?” He lived 
for another three days and passed away on 
the 21st March, the day before we won at 
Eastbourne Borough. 

I know that all Crawley Town fans owe this 
man so much, none more so than his ex-Town 
Mead Wanderers colleagues, six or seven of 
which are still watching the Red Devils.  
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With tears in my eyes, I’ll get back to telling 
you about the CTSA. Just 13 days after Bruce 
had been at the Wombles game I sat in St 
John’s church in Crawley Town Centre for 
Bruce’s funeral next to the then chairman 
of the DeviIs’ Trust, Ian Townsend; not just 
as one of Bruce’s friends but also as the 
Chairman of the Crawley Town Supporters 
Club, and after the service we talked about 
honouring his wishes and put into motion the 
act of uniting the Devils’ Trust with the CTFC 
Supporters Club.

The Community Engagement Team of the 
football club set out to make Bruce Winfield’s 
vision a reality, and it was achieved by the 
formation of The Crawley Town Supporters 
Alliance on the 1st of July 2011 in the Redz 
bar at the Broadfield Stadium, after an almost 
unanimous vote.

Who are the CTSA and what do they do?

The CTSA are a registered Supporters Trust 
and therefore must act in a responsible, 
inclusive and accountable manner to their 
members, who each have a vote, with all the 
elected representatives and executives acting 
in an unpaid, voluntary, part-time capacity.

The CTSA provides representation, financial 
advantages, and social activities for the benefit 
of fans, the club, and our community. They 
provide an independent voice for Supporters 
that is formally recognised by the club.

In addition to representing Supporters, they 
also make life better for the fans of Crawley 
Town FC, through a number of practical 
means, which include:

• Discount on Club merchandise

• Priority booking for Cup games

• Raising funds for the Crawley Town 
Community Foundation

• Supporting local charities

• and lots more…

You can find out more 
about them by looking 
at their website www.
ctfcsa.co.uk, including 
details of how to join 
and how much it costs 
to be a member, or by 
scanning the QR code 
right.

THE DSA, DISABLED SUPPORTERS 
ASSOCIATION

The Crawley Town Disabled Supporters’ 
Association was formed in 2014 at the 
invitation of our then CEO Michael Dunford. 
Following a survey, they soon had 27 paid up 
members, including some carers.

They first set about looking at the physical 
environment, in and around the stadium, 
and made a wish list for improvements 
which was discussed with the Club. The 
have been supportive of the DSA throughout 
and took note of their suggestions, making 
improvements that have included:

Improving the ramped entrance to Redz Bar, 
and the route out of the adjacent car park 
on to a bridge over a stream. It used to have 
uneven steps and was badly lit but is now 
ramped, surfaced, and well lit.

Introducing a professional Audio Description 
(AD) Commentary for our visually impaired 
fans and have extended it to away fans. 
The service is staffed by volunteers who are 
recruited and trained by Alan March Sport. It 
is widely praised by all those who use it, both 
home and away supporters.

The signage on accessible toilets has 
been improved to acknowledge that not all 
disabilities are visible. Additional accessible 
parking bays have been made available to 
book by blue badge holders who are also 
season ticket holders. The Club does not 
charge blue badge holders to park, and this 
extends to away fans too.

The disabilities of our members cover a whole 
range of physical and mental issues across 
the ages, from our youngest fans to our oldest, 
and most of them have enjoyed paying just 

£5 for the season which is used to sponsor a 
player’s shirt at a reduced rate, courtesy of the 
club, with all members having the chance to 
win the shirt in an end of season draw.

In the past, members have also been invited 
to attend a couple of training sessions each 
season and have photos taken with the whole 
squad and with DSA’s sponsored player, but 
unfortunately this has not been possible at the 
Brighton Training Facility. Regular meetings 
were held during the season, usually starting 
with one in the Summer to wrap up the last 
season and make plans for the coming one. T

his was then followed by our AGM in 
September and another meeting December/
January to organise our New Year dinner 
which happens in mid-January. Then there 
would be a couple more meetings in the 
second half of the season. Periodically raffles 
have been held to raise extra funds and 
with the profits the DSA have bought some 
ponchos that can be handed out on wet days if 
anyone needs them.

One of the members of the DSA is now 
employed by the club to get refreshments for 
disabled people in the raised wheelchair area 
on matchdays, who are unable to get their 
own. This came about following discussion at 
one of the DSA regular meetings and the club 
agreed to fund it.

The club opens Redz Bar for the DSA evening 
meetings, and the Bar Manager is there 
to serve, and the DSA are not charged for 
using the venue. Likewise, the DSA has held 
events in the Stadium Suite at no cost – these 
were for AD training and Level Playing Field 
regional events.

Unfortunately, the DSA is in a state of flux 
now due to the two stalwarts behind it, 
Barbara Robinson and Chris Cheshire, not 
being able, for personal reasons, to carry on 
the good work that has been achieved. As 
will always be the case with organisations 
representing disabled, the sick or senior in 
age members, there is always going to be a 

“loss” of members as time goes by and when 
they happen to be key members some of the 
impetus can be lost as well.

Attendance at meetings has fallen, even when 
there have been guest speakers invited for 
Q & A sessions with popular players, which 
is possibly due to them being in the evening 
when people would prefer to stay in the 
comfort of their own home.

As Chris Cheshire, so succinctly has put it, “I 
don’t think the horse is dead, but we need to 
stop flogging it!”

The DSA needs fresh ideas and energy. 
Crawley Town Football Club now has a new 
Disabled Supporters’ Liaison person to replace 
Barbara Robinson, albeit four months after this 
post was promised.

Disabled Supporters Liaison is Emma Rogers 
who. I am told, wants to hold an open meeting 
to which all disabled supporters are invited. 
As a staff member, she has more access to 
who the disabled members are than the DSA. 
This will provide an ideal opportunity to invite 
people to join the association and contribute 
ideas about its function.

Chris would like the membership to be 
free, but for this to happen, it would have to 
be passed at a DSA AGM prior to the one 
proposed by the Disabled Supporters Liaison.

In closing this article for the Red Devils’ Diary 
I would like to say that Barbara and Chris 
deserve a huge round of applause for what 
they have achieved with the DSA but with 
both having stood down or in the process of 
standing down “The Job needs new energy.... 
someone with new ideas and the enthusiasm 
to try them out”

The DSA must continue, because even if the 
number of our supporters who require our help 
reduces to zero, we must be prepared for the 
future and whatever that may bring.

Watch this space for details of the DSA 
AGM and please, if you or a loved one has a 
disability, attend it if you can.
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LITTLE DEVILS
KIDS’ PAGE

SPOT THE BALL!
Which letter do you think is the correct 
position of the ball? (Answer below)

   SPOT THE BALL ANSWER   Ball C

WORD SEARCH
Crawley is a diverse town, 
with over 50 languages 
spoken here. 
Pick out the countries 
represented in our current 
squad and see if you can 
find the hidden message 
left in the grid.  

ALBANIA
ANTIGUA & BARBUDA,
ENGLAND
GHANA
GREECE
IRELAND
NEW ZEALAND
NORTHERN IRELAND
SCOTLAND
ST KITTS AND NEVIS

B

C

A

D N A L E R I N R E H T R O N
K I C K I T R O U T L E T S P
A L A Y F A E I R E V E R S Y
N I O D N A L G N E N E I T S
A E I Q U A A D L D I S C K R
H I M A I N N A T I O N I I S
G B A D B A D M I S O G Y T N
Y D I S L L A B L I S M H T O
M O P T H O A B I D A I F S Y
S E O E O R H E A A R A N A Y
U C S E T H E I K I C K I N T
S O U T Q R L C O D E I N D Y
A D U B R A B & A U G I T N A
O U R P R R O G R R A M M E E
T O R T E P O R E T I T O V R
N O S T I F Y E T H E N E I A
R U S T S T C E W A R D F S O
A L L O W E A S O N E C T F C



BROADFIELD BY NIGHT IMAGE BY IAN MULCAHY - FULL GALLERY VIA THE QR CODE OR HERE: 
CTFCHISTORY.CO.UK/PHOTOSETS/20260317



OPPOSITION GRIMSBY TOWN

BLUNDELL PARK STADIUM, OPENED 
1899, CAPACITY - 9,546 (ALL SEATED)

GRIMSBY’S HOME, AWAY & THIRD KITS

14 15

PLAYED 17  WON 6   DRAWN 5   LOST 6   WIN RATIO 35%
WE’VE MET BEFORE - CRAWLEY VS GRIMSBY TOWN

2010/11	 14 Aug 2010	 Crawley V Grimsby 	 L	 0-1	 National Lge
	 22 Jan 2011	 Grimsby V Crawley 	 D	 0-0	 National Lge
2016/17	 26 Nov 2016	 Crawley v Grimsby 	 W	 3-2	 League Two
	 18 Mar 2017	 Grimsby v Crawley 	 D	 1-1	 League Two
2017/18	 14 Oct 2017	 Grimsby v Crawley 	 D	 0-0	 League Two
	 10 Feb 2018	 Crawley v Grimsby 	 W	 3-0	 League Two
2018/19	 17 Nov 2018	 Grimsby v Crawley 	 L	 1-0	 League Two
	 09 Mar 2019	 Crawley v Grimsby 	 W	 2-1	 League Two
2019/20	 29 Dec 2019	 Grimsby v Crawley 	 D	 1-1	 League Two
	 25 Jan 2020	 Crawley v Grimsby 	 W	 3-2	 League Two
2020/21	 24 Nov 2020	 Crawley v Grimsby 	 L	 1-2	 League Two
	 23 Feb 2021	 Grimsby v Crawley 	 L	 2-1	 League Two
2020/23	 08 Oct 2022	 Grimsby v Crawley 	 L	 3-0	 League Two
	 28 Mar 2023	 Crawley v Grimsby 	 D	 1-1	 League Two
2023/24	 23 Sep 2023	 Grimsby v Crawley 	 W	 2-3	 League Two
	 27 Apr 2024	 Crawley v Grimsby 	 W	 2-0	 League Two
2025/26	 02 Aug 2025	 Grimsby v Crawley 	 L	 3-0	 League Two

DID YOU KNOW?  
l Grimsby Town’s highest ever final league position was 5th in Division One (Now the Premier 
league) in1934-35).The club spent a total of12 seasons in the top tier of English football.
 
l In WW2 Grimsby was the most bombed town in Lincolnshire. There was many a major 
raid near Blundell Park and it is said some shrapnel fragment damage can still be seen at the 
stadium today.

l Grimsby received £2m for the sale of John Oster to Everton in 1997 - which remains their 
highest transfer fee ever received. Oster was a winger/central midfielder. He played 487 games 
and scored 29 goals before retiring in 2015.

MEET THE MANAGER
DAVE ARTELL
Rotherham born Dave Artell (age 45) 
played as a Centre Back from 1998 to 
2017. He made 467 appearances and 
scored 40 goals in total in his career. He 
also acquired 7 caps for Gibraltar.  He is 
currently the 7th longest serving manager 
in league Two. 
He started his playing career at his 
hometown club of Rotherham, before 
passing through the ranks of: Shrewsbury, 
Mansfield, Chester, Morecambe, Crewe, 
Northampton, Wrexham, Bala Town and Port Talbot Town. In July 2014, 
Artell became academy operations manager at former club Crewe 
Alexandra while still playing for Bala Town. He then managed Crewe from 
2017 to 2022 before taking the reins at Grimsby in November 2023. He 
led Grimsby to yet more FA Cup fame this season, and his team were 
unfortunate to narrowly lose 0.1 at home to Premier League strugglers 
Wolves in the 4th Round. This followed a great run in the EFL League Cup 
– where they disposed of Manchester Utd on penalties and Championship 
Sheffield Wednesday, before coming unstuck against Premier League 
Brentford.  

MORE ABOUT MANAGERS
As an EFL club, many a big name has taken charge of Crawley teams; 
among them England Internationals Chelsea’s John Hollins and 
Manchester United’s Steve Coppell, and Wales International Dean 
Saunders. It was Coppell, who was Director of Football when the second 
successive promotion took place in 2012. After just one season in League 
Two he took the club up into League One, where we stayed for three 
seasons. Other notable managers: Harry Kewell (Ex Leeds and Liverpool), 
John Gregory (6 England caps whilst with QPR), Gabrielle Cioffi, who has 
managed Verona and Udinese (Serie A Italy). Now Turkish International 
Colin Kasim-Richards can add himself to this list.

ESTABLISHED: 1878   NICKNAME: THE MARINERS



OPPOSITION GRIMSBY TOWN

16 17

ONES TO WATCH
NO 7 JAMIE WALKER   
The 32 year old Edinburgh born winger 
started out at Hearts in 2011. Whilst there, 
he amassed 154 appearances and 37 goals. 
He then saw service with Raith, Wigan and 
Peterborough before returning to Hearts in 
2019 for another stint of 40 games (11 goals). 
He was then acquired by Bradford City where 
he racked up an impressive 108 games. He 
was with Scotland from U15 through to U21 
level. He joined Grimsby on 25th June 2025. 
NO 1 CHRISTY PYM – The 30 year old 
Exeter born goalkeeper started as a youth at 
his hometown club – before being promoted 
to their senior ranks in 2012. Christy will 
have faced Crawley Town a fair few times in 
his career having made 151 appearances 
for Exeter, 82 for Peterborough, 23 for 
Stevenage, 126 for Mansfield before moving 
between the sticks for Grimsby in July 2025. 
Christy did also add 3 caps for England U20s 
to his CV. Interestingly Pym declared himself 
eligible to play for the Northern Ireland team in 
2024. Thus on 8 October 2024, Pym received 
his first call-up to the Northern Ireland national 
team for UEFA Nations League matches 
against Belarus and Bulgaria. 

THEY PLAYED FOR BOTH
We have had two very recent players who came 
from the Mariners to the Devils. Toby Mullarkey 
made 42 appearances (2 goals) from 2022 to 
2024 before moving to the Reds and playing 31 
games in the 24/25 season. He is now plying his 
trade at Fleetwood Town. Gavan Holohan turned 
out 124 times and scored 16 goals for Grimsby, 
before moving south to make 35 appearances 
for us from 2024 to 2026. Gavan is now back up 
north with Hartlepool Utd. 

PREVIOUS FIXTURE 
PROGRAMME

Lewis Young featured on the cover 
of our March 2019 clash with the 
Mariners(we won 2-1). Italian Gabrielle 
Cioffi was the manager in charge at the 
time.  
It is interesting to note that Jake 
Hessenthaler, right, was on the other side 
of the team sheet at the time. He played in 
72 games for Grimsby. 
He joined Crawley from Grimsby in 2020 
and stayed for 99 games. (He is now at 
Ebbsfleet). Charles Vernam was in his first 
stint at Grimsby which spanned from 2018 to 
2020. He returned to Blundell Park in 2023.



Date & Opposition Comp Res Att Team Line-Up First XI Subs Used (Unused in Italics)
AUGUST
2 Grimsby Town L2 L 0-3 6,806 Davies Barker Conroy n Flint McKirdy Brown Williams Scott n Forster Holohan Tshimanga Watson, Papadoupoulos, Roles, Flower (Mukena, Anderson)
9 NEWPORT COUNTY L2 L 1-2 3,189 Davies Barker Conroy Flint McKirdy Brown Williams Scott Adeyemo Holohan Tshimanga ANDERSON 1, Watson, Roles, Flower (Mukena, Papadoupoulos, Kotey)
12 Swansea City CC1 L 1-3 5,095 Davies Barker Roles Flint n McKirdy Brown Williams Anderson Adeyemo Mukena TSHIMANGA 1 Holohan n, Watson, Papadoupoulos, Kotey, Flower (Radcliffe)
16 Crewe Alexandra L2 L 0-1 5,062 Davies Barker Flower Flint McKirdy Brown Williams n Anderson Adeyemo Mukena Tshimanga Roles n, Watson, Cashman, Dixon (Papadoupoulos, Radcliffe, Kotey)
19 MILTON KEYNES DONS L2 D 1-1 3,561 Davies Barker Conroy Flint n McKirdy n Watson Williams Dixon ADEYEMO 1 n Cashman n Tshimanga Anderson n, Roles, Brown, Flower (Radcliffe, Mukena, Showunmi)
23 TRANMERE ROVERS L2 L 0-2 4,874 Davies Barker Conroy Flint McKirdy Watson Scott n Dixon Adeyemo Cashman Tshimanga Roles, Showwunmi, Bajrami, Flower (Brown, Mukena, Anderson)
30 Chesterfield L2 D 2-2 8,005 Davies Barker n Conroy Flint MCKIRDY 2 n Watson Scott n Dixon Adeyemo Cashman Bajrami n Pereira, Anderson, Brown, Forster, Tshimanga, Flower (Roles)
SEPTEMBER
6 Harrogate Town L2 W 1-0 2,757 Davies Barker n Conroy n Flint McKirdy Pereira Scott Loft nnn Adeyemo BROWN 1 n Bajrami Anderson, Malone, Forster, Holohan, Tshimanga (Roles)
13 CHELTENHAM TOWN L2 W 2-0 3,127 Davies Barker Conroy Flint MCKIRDY 2 Pereira Scott n Tshimanga Adeyemo n Brown Bajrami Anderson, Malone, Flower, Dixon, Holohan (Forster)
16 ASTON VILLA U21 EFLT W 4-2 743 Wollacott Malone n Mukena Anderson RADCLIFFE 2 n Kotey Flower LOFT 1 DIXON 1 Brown Forster Showwunmi, Papadoupoulos (Heater, Pereira, Adeyemo, Tshimanga)
20 Notts County L2 L 0-4 8,974 Davies Barker n Conroy Flint McKirdy n Pereira Scott Tshimanga Adeyemo Brown Bajrami Forster, Dixon, Loft, Holohan (Malone, Anderson)
27 BARROW L2 L 1-2 2,889 Davies Barker Conroy Flint McKirdy Pereira n Watson Loft n Adeyemo Holohan n BAJRAMI 1 Forster (Malone, Anderson, Brown, Tshimanga, Dixon)
OCTOBER
4 Cambridge United L2 L 1-3 6,607 Wollacott Barker n Conroy Flint McKirdy Pereira Scott n Forster Dixon Holohan n Bajrami Brown n, Roles n, TSHIMANGA 1 (Malone, Anderson, Flower)
7 Leyton Orient EFLT L 1-2 1,373 Wollacott Radcliffe Conroy Kotey Malone n Anderson n Scott Loft FLOWER 1 Brown Tshimanga Barker, Flint, Holohan (Robertson, Heater, Watson, Showunmi)
11 WALSALL L2 D 1-1 3,461 Wollacott Barker Conroy Flint Malone n Anderson n McKirdy LOFT 1 Pereira Holohan Tshimanga Watson, Forster, Flower (Radcliffe, Brown, Showunmi)
18 Shrewsbury Town L2 L 0-1 4,743 Wollacott Barker Conroy n Flint n Forster Anderson n McKirdy nnn Loft Pereira Holohan Tshimanga Watson, Bajrami, Roles, Cashman (Brown, Scott)
25 BRISTOL ROVERS    1 X OG L2 W 4-0 3,416 Wollacott Barker Conroy Flint MALONE 1 Anderson Scott n Loft Watson Holohan Bajrami n FLOWER 1, FORSTER 1, Tshimanga, Dixon (Brown, Roles)
NOVEMBER
1 Boreham Wood FAC1 L 0-3 1,536 Wollacott Barker n Conroy n Flint Malone Anderson n Scott Loft n/n Watson Holohan Bajrami Pereria, Dixon, Brown, Flower n, Forster n (Tshimanga, Roles, Heater, Radcliffe)
8 FLEETWOOD TOWN L2 W 2-1 2,879 Wollacott Barker Radcliffe n Flint n Malone Anderson Adeyemo Dixon Watson Brown FLOWER 1 FORSTER 1, Williams, Pereira (Bajrami, Scott, Tshimanga)
11 PETERBOROUGH UNITED EFLT L 1-2 924 Davies Roles Radcliffe Flint Kotey Forster Scott Loft Mukena Tshimanga BAJRAMI 1 Barker n, Anderson, Adeyemo (Brown, Robertson, Heater, Showunmi)
15 Gillingham L2 D 2-2 6,252 Wollacott Barker Williams Flint Anderson Forster Brown n Adeyemo Watson Flower n BAJRAMI 1 Roles, TSHIMANGA 1 (Davies, Mukena, Kotey, Robertson)
22 ACCRINGTON STANLEY L2 D 1-1 2,885 Wollacott Barker n Williams Flint McKirdy Forster n Brown Adeyemo Watson Flower n Bajrami Dixon, Roles, TSHIMANGA 1 (Davies, Mukena, Robertson)
29 Salford City L2 L 3-4 2,127 Wollacott Bajrami WILLIAMS 1 Flint McKirdy FORSTER 1 Brown Adeyemo Watson n Flower Tshimanga n Pereria, Roles, Dixon (Davies, Mukena, Robertson)
DECEMBER
9 Bromley L2 L 1-3 3,544 Wollacott Barker Bajrami n Flint McKirdy Forster Brown Adeyemo n Williams LOFT 1 Watson Tshimanga, Dixon, Roles (Davies, Conroy, Holohan)
13 OLDHAM ATHLETIC L2 D 2-2 3,152 Davies Barker Conroy Flint n Dixon Forster Brown Adeyemo Williams LOFT 1 Roles Watson, Pereira, Holohan, TSHIMANGA 1 (Wollacott, Bajrami)
20 Swindon Town L2 L 0-1 8,172 Davies n Barker Conroy Flint Pereira Forster n Brown Bajrami Williams n Loft Roles Tshimanga, Watson, Adeyemo, Holohan (Dixon, Wollacott)
26 COLCHESTER UNITED L2 D 1-1 3,993 Davies Barker Conroy Flint Pereira Forster BROWN 1 Bajrami Williams n Loft n Roles Watson n, Tshimanga, Adeyemo, Holohan, McKirdy (Dixon)
29 BROMLEY L2 L 1-3 4,058 Davies BARKER 1 n Conroy Flint Pereira Holohan Brown Bajrami Williams Loft Adeyemo Roles, Forster, McKirdy, Tshimanga (Dixon, Watson)
JANUARY 2026
1 Barnet L2 L 1-2 2,566 Davies Barker Conroy Flint Vassell n Richards Forster Bajrami Williams n Loft MCKIRDY 1 Watson n, Tshimanga, Adeyemo, Dixon (Roles, Brown)
4 Cheltenham Town L2 L 0-3 3,211 Davies Barker Conroy n Flint Williams McKirdy n Forster Richards T Adeyemo Russell n Brown Pereira, Roles, Tshimanga (Bajrami, Watson, Odimayo, Vassell)
17 NOTTS COUNTY L2 L 1-2 3,933 Davies Vassell Odimayo Flint Forster Pereira Russell Copley Williams n Lolos n Orsi MCKIRDY 1, Anderson (Wollacott, Radcliffe, Barker, Bajrami, Adeyemo)
24 Barrow L2 W 1-0 2,322 Chapman Vassell Odimayo Flint Darcy McKirdy Russell Copley Williams Gordon Orsi RICHARDS 1, Barker, Forster, Anderson (Wollacott, Pereira, Bajrami)
27 Walsall L2 D 0-0 4,899 Chapman Vassell Anderson n Flint n Darcy Barker n Russell Richards Williams Gordon n Orsi Odimayo, Bajrami, L Richards, McKirdy, Pereira (Wollacott, Forster)
31 HARROGATE TOWN L2 W 2-0 3,326 Chapman Vassell ANDERSON 1 FLINT 1 Darcy Barker n Russell Richards Williams n Gordon Orsi Bajrami, L Richards, Forster, McKirdy, Pereira (Wollacott, Odimayo)
FEBRUARY
7 CREWE ALEX. L2 L 0-1 2,975 Chapman Vassell McKirdy Flint Darcy n Barker Russell Lolos Williams Gordon n Orsi T Richards, Forster (Pereira, Odimayo, Bajrami, L Richards)
10 CAMBRIDGE UNITED L2 L 0-3 2,961 Chapman Vassell McKirdy Flint Darcy n Forster L Richards Lolos Williams n Odimayo Orsi Gordon n, T Richards, Bajrami (Barker, Copley, Pereira)
14 Tranmere Rovers L2 L 0-2 5,739 Chapman Bajrami n Gordon Flint Darcy Forster Copley Lolos Williams Odimayo Orsi Barker, Pereira, Ferizaj (Wollacott, Adeyemo, L Richards)
17 Milton Keynes Dons L2 D 0-0 7,035 Chapman n Bajrami n Gordon Flint Darcy Barker L Richards Lolos Williams n Ferizaj Orsi Forster, Pereira (Russell, Odimayo, Adeyemo, T Adeyemo)
21 CHESTERFIELD L2 D 1-1 3,250 Chapman Bajrami n Gordon n A Adeyemo Darcy Barker L Richards Lolos WILLIAMS 1 Ferizaj Orsi T Richards n, Forster (Russell, Odimayo, T Adeyemo, Pereira)
28 Oldham Athletic L2 L 0-2 7,050 Chapman Bajrami Gordon Forster Darcy Barker L Richards n Lolos Williams Russell Orsi T Adeyemo, A Adeyemo (Wollacott, Odimayo, Ferizaj, Pereira)
MARCH
7 SWINDON TOWN L2 D 2-2 4,124 Chapman Bajrami GORDON 1 Malone Pereira Barker T Richards LOLOS 1 n Williams Russell Orsi Odimayo, Forster, T Adeyemo (Darcy, Ferizaj, A Adeyemo)
13 Colchester United L2 D 0-0 5,167 Chapman Bajrami n Gordon Malone n Pereira Barker n T Richards n Lolos Williams Russell Orsi Forster n, Odimayo, Darcy, T Adeyemo (Ferizaj, A Adeyemo)
17 BARNET L2 D 1-1 2,650 Chapman Bajrami n Gordon Malone Pereira Barker T Richards Lolos Williams Russell ORSI 1 Darcy n, Odimayo, Forster, T Adeyemo (Ferizaj, A Adeyemo)
21 Fleetwood Town L2 L 0-1 2,638 Chapman Bajrami Gordon Malone Pereira Barker T Richards Lolos Williams Russell Orsi Odimayo, L Richards, McKirdy, Darcy, A Adeyemo (Forster)
28 GILLINGHAM L2 W 2-0 4,338 Chapman A Adeyemo Copley Malone Pereira Barker L Richards Y ADEYEMO 1 Williams n Darcy Orsi T RICHARDS 1, Anderson, Forster, Odimayo, McKirdy (Lolos)
APRIL
3 Newport County L2
6 GRIMSBY TOWN L2
11 Bristol Rovers (KO 12.30) L2
18 SHREWSBURY TOWN L2
25 Accrington Stanley L2
MAY
2 SALFORD CITY L2
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PLAYERS IN SHOT

20 21

IMAGES VS GILLINGHAM BY GRANT MANSFIELD

TOP LEFT: Darcy shows a nice touch of skill in front of a packed East Stand 
TOP RIGHT Louie Copley returned to action and put in a top class performance

ABOVE: Orsi & Pereira on the charge

ABOVE: Orsi is flattened as Gills’ Bradley Dack protests
BELOW LEFT: Captain Jay delivers a powerful shot on target
BELOW RIGHT: Mckirdy is held back in the box



RED DEVILS ON REPORT REPORT BY KEV NEYLON

Obviously, there is big news since the last 
game, manager Scott Lindsey has gone 
and has been replaced by rookie Colin 
Kazim-Richards. 
The new manager has certainly rung the 
changes. Completely out of the squad for 
today, (since the Fleetwood game) are 
Geraldo Bajrami (who went off injured), 
Jonny Russell (on international duty), and 
Kellan Gordon (a bit of a shocker that one). 
Additionally Klaidi Lolos and Taylor Richards 
drop to the bench; which alarmingly still 
doesn’t have a keeper on it, but it does have 
the reliable Max Anderson. Louie Copley also 
returns from injury and goes straight into the 
starting lineup, along with Tobi Ademeyo and 
Lewis Richards. Ade Adeyemo, and Ronan 
Darcy get promoted from the bench and start. 
Meanwhile the weather can’t make its mind 
up. Bright sunshine? Strong winds? A bit of 
hail? More sun? Bitter cold? Why not have 
all of them in a two-hour period? We are in 
our usual all red with white trim home kit, and 
Gillingham are in all blue. And Gillingham do 
that really annoying move of swapping ends 
before the kick-off. (Our poor cameraman 
Grant has to decamp and leg it to the other 
end quick smart.)

There is an early Gillingham shout for a 
handball in the box from a cross. We appear 
to be playing a back four, (at times it looks 
like three – maybe to fool the opposition) 
with Ade Adeyemo slotting in at right back. 
Scott Malone plays a ball out from defence 
into Lewis Richards in the box and his cross 
is deflected back off him and goes for a goal 
kick. Gillingham have a long throw merchant in 
their ranks, and he slings in a couple of early 
bombs into the box, we clear the first and get a 
free kick on the second one. 
A Malone clearance goes over the east 
marquee for ball loss one of the day. We break 
and Dion Pereira crosses it, Tobi Adeyemo 
gets to it out on the left, and plays it to Ronan 
Darcy, he lays it back to Richards, whose 
cross hits T Adeyemo’s back and bounces to 
Crawley old boy Glenn Morris in the Gills goal. 
(If we were Bromley that would have looped in 
to the net – but our deflections never seem to 
find the goal). We win a corner down the right, 
and it’s taken deep out to the left, T Adeyemo 
gets to it and is fouled near the other corner 
flag. The free kick is taken short and we lose it. 
A Adeyemo misses his header in midfield and 
Gillingham break into the box, but he hares 
back to make the tackle, and Jacob Chapman 
collects. There is a Gillingham player down on 
the edge of the box needing lengthy treatment.
When we restart Gillingham attack down 
the right and work the ball into the box and 

get a shot which Chapman saves, but the 
ref blows for a foul in the build-up, and we 
get a free kick. It is played long up the right 
to T Adeyemo, he exchanges passes with A 
Adeyemo and gets into the box before laying 
it back to Jay Williams and his shot from just 
outside the box goes just wide. Gillingham go 
up the other end and have a shot themselves, 
which drifts wide left. They get into the box 
again and a last ditch A Adeyemo tackle puts 
it out for a corner. It’s taken short and back to 
the taker and then swung in deep and straight 
out for a goal kick. (Cue the mocking jeers of 
the Reds fans.)
Williams wins a free kick in the middle of 
the Gillingham half, but Chapman is down 
requiring treatment in the middle by the d of 
the penalty area. With all the players rushing 
to the bench for instructions it does beg the 
question of how genuine it is. The free kick is 
taken out wide to 
T Adeyemo who plays it back to Ronan Darcy, 
only for his return to be too strong and the 
keeper collects. A ball out of defence gets 
to Danilo Orsi on halfway and he is the only 
Crawley player in that half and after driving 
it forward about twenty yards he is just 
outnumbered and brushed off the ball. 
A long ball forward from Gillingham sees A 
Adeyemo forced to concede a corner. It is 
taken low and goes straight through the box 
and is put out for another corner on the other 
side. That is taken to the near post and the 
header on it goes wide. 
Every time the ball goes long to T Adeyemo 
his marking  defender is trying to take his shirt 
off him, to the extent there have been plenty 
of nipples on display (instead of just the usual 
tits out there). Then he is scythed down near 
halfway, and does get a free kick, and there 
is a booking for the Gillingham player. It goes 
into the box and A Adeyemo beats a man and 
gives it to the very lively and industrious Louie 
Copley, and he is tackled for a corner. 
It goes to the near post, and the keeper makes 
a hash of it but is lucky as it bounces straight 
back to him. There are four added minutes 
at the end of the half. T Adeyemo is fouled 
again, he gets the free kick, but bizarrely also 
gets a long lecture from the ref. Gillingham 

win a corner, it is taken short and then put 
in deep and there is a scramble in the box 
and Gillingham are claiming a handball for a 
penalty again; those claims are waved away 
and the half time whistle goes with the score 
at 0-0. We might have had a bit of luck there 
for once.
Into the second half and the first serious action 
sees Orsi getting cleaned out from behind, 
and he is down injured and cannot continue so 
needs substituting, with Harry McKirdy coming 
on to replace him. A Gillingham throw down 
the line is then crossed; it comes all the way 
over to the other side and there is a shot which 
Malone chests down and clears off the line for 
a corner. It is taken deep and goes straight 
out for a goal kick. T Adeyemo is pulled back 
whilst on the break, and the ref gives a free 
kick. It should be a booking and probably 
would have been if it had been any other 
player apart from the one Gillingham player 
the ref had booked in the first half!
There is a ball out to A Adeyemo, and he plays 
in onto Pereira down the wing, he gets it into 
McKirdy in the box and his shot is saved, T 
Adeyemo gets to the rebound but slices his 
shot and it goes over the bar. At the other end 
Gillingham get into the box, have a shot which 
is put out for a corner, it’s swung in straight to 
Chapman. 
He boots it out to Pereira down the right, and 
he plays it back to Williams, there’s a cross 
into the box and McKirdy gets to it and gets a 
shot off which is saved. The clearance is long 
and bounces twice before finding a Gillingham 
player in our box, and they have a shot which 
goes out over the Eden Utilities Stand for ball 
loss two of the day. We play it out to Williams, 
and he plays a ball forward, but it is headed 
back out, he slides in to win the ball, but when 
it goes forward, we have two players offside. 
A long ball forward by Gillingham is 
shepherded back to Chapman but Malone is 
down from the challenge. He takes a while to 
get back to his feet but looks all right. 
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And then the next time Gillingham get into 
our box Malone is in the wars again, this time 
taking a high boot to the chest which sees a 
booking for the Gillingham striker. (He shows 
the stud marks to the ref but he isn’t interested 
in viewing Malone’s chest). We work the ball 
out down the left, across to Williams in the 
middle, and over again to A Adeyemo on the 
right, and he lines up a shot from outside the 
box, which flies over the bar and over the KRL 
Logistics stand for ball loss three of the day. 
Gillingham get the ball forward again, and 
as we clear it from our box, immediately A 
Adeyemo is absolutely clattered and there is a 
third booking for Gillingham. 
It is time for a raft of substitutions, with 
Copley, Pereira, and Darcy making way for 
the returning Max Anderson, Taylor Richards, 
and Harry Forster. Williams gets a booking 
in midfield. Not sure how much contact 
there was, but the dive to the ground by the 
Gillingham number 30 would have scored 
highly for artistic merit in the Olympics. The 
free kick goes into the box and is headed out 
for a throw. It’s taken long, headed back to 
the taker and a cross goes to the back post 
where the header goes straight to Chapman. 
We make our final substitution with L Richards 
making way for Akin Odimayo, which means A 
Adeyemo swaps over to left back now. There 
is then five minutes of not very much football 
at all. A bit of filler. Broken when Gillingham 
get down the right and put in a deep cross, 
which Odimayo heads out for a corner. 
The subsequent kick is punched clear by 
Chapman.
There are six added minutes, and people have 
been streaming out for the last five minutes. 
Forster goes down the left and puts a cross 
in, but it is cleared, Odimayo wins it back and 
plays it to 

T Adeyemo in the box, he plays it back to 
Odimayo and then it is on to T Richards on 
the edge of the box, he cuts across two steps 
to the left and lets fly, and it squeezes into the 
bottom corner and we lead 1-0. Which just 
makes me want to say to those leaving early 
– HA HA! Seriously, we’ve scored late - late 
goals in our last three home matches, where 
are you going five minutes before the end of 
the game? (Where Crawley are concerned it is 
certainly never over until that blast of the final 
whistle.) 
We play it out from the back, down the left 
again; Forster makes a superb run and beats 
a man and then plays it inside to T Adeyemo 
in the box, he takes a touch and then slams 
a shot into the back of the net kissing the 
inside of the post on the way, and we lead 2-0. 
Absolute scenes. What a feeling of relief and 
happiness. The extra couple of minutes on top 
of the six indicated were to be expected and 
we play them out safely and come away with a 
2-0 win. What a great result for Colin Kazim-
Richards in his first match as manager. Let’s 
hope it’s the first of many. 
We have seen the pre-kick-off huddle in 
the middle of the pitch from our players all 
season, but today saw a post-game one, a 
new message of togetherness under the new 
manager perhaps? Before they started their 
applause of the fans – well, those who were 
still there and hadn’t missed the two goals 
and the victory. It may not have been pretty at 
times, but there was commitment there and 
at this point results are much more important 
than performances, and goals scored are 
much more important than the number of 
“xylophones gathered”.

Kev Neylon  
kev@onetruekev.co.uk
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RETRO RED DEVILS WITH MICK FOX

Writing this just prior to the Gillingham 
game and the week before Newport away, I 
am praying for some new-manager bounce 
in those games, as the previous tactic of 
hoping there are at least two teams worse 
than us in the EFL is a bit high-risk for me. 
Anyway, good luck, Colin, may your time 
with us be successful!
As we need a lift at present, I thought I would – 
as promised in the last article – revisit the time 
when the first team were aiming to lift their 
first cup. It was the season of 1925-26, and 
we had fought our way through to the final of 
the Montgomery Cup, the prize being a trophy 
which had been presented by a Crawley man, 
Archie Montgomery of Ifield Hall, in 1909.

We had reached the final in February 1926 
with a comfortable 5-0 semi-final victory over 
Lindfield, with goals from Alec Begbie (2), 
Knight (2) and Jack Chipperfield Snr, but 
would face stiff opposition in the final against 
a Haywards Heath side looking to retain the 
trophy. Both sides had won one of the league 
games they contested against each other 
that season, but a crowd of over 1,000 had 
gathered at Ardingly, with the street “filled with 
charabancs and motors” (as reported in the 
press) depositing Hayward Heath fans in their 
blue and white and Crawley fans in their red 
colours. Apparently Haywards Heath were 
favoured to win by two thirds of the crowd, and 
in fact went ahead after thirteen minutes when 
a poor clearance was returned for a goal, 
before Crawley equalised just two minutes 
later when Elliott set up Miller to score.

However, a strong Haywards Heath side 
continued to press, and retook the lead before 
a handball in the box by a Heath defender 
enabled Ted Horn to blast home a penalty and 
level the scores at 2-2.

An end-to-end second half brought chances 
for both sides, but Crawley would gain the 

crucial next goal in the 72nd minute when 
Crawley centre-half Matthews drove forward 
with the ball to set up Begbie, who hit the ball 
high into the net to send the Crawley fans wild. 
Further chances fell to Crawley before one 
final effort for Heath was cleared off the line by 
A Horn. Crawley had won the trophy they had 
been seeking for over twenty years.

I have included a photo of the victorious 
team with the trophy and their medals. Not all 
the pictured team line-up is known, but our 
chairman, G F H “Frank” Banks, is the tall 
figure at the back, and in the front row from the 
left we have Jack Chipperfield Snr, then Ted 
Horn, Billy “Wally” Elliott, John Coward and far 
right “Ranji” Horn. As I have mentioned before, 
Ted Horn was the grandad of season-ticket-
holder Steve Horn, who sits next to me, and 
“Ranji” was his great-uncle. In fact Ted had a 
longer association with the club than I initially 
realised, as he became team manager in the 
late 1940s, at a time when his son Don Horn 
(Steve’s dad) was banging in the goals for 
Crawley.

The Montgomery Cup was actually the third 
trophy claimed by Crawley, but the first cup 
won by the first team, with all three victories 
leaving Haywards Heath as runners-up. Firstly, 
in 1902-03, we had beaten Heath to the Mid 

Sussex League title, then in the 1922-23 
season our reserves had again beaten Heath 
in the inaugural Mowatt Cup final (then just 
known as the Mid Sussex Junior Cup) by an 
emphatic four goals to nil.

Moving things forward to just 80 years ago and 
the 1945-46 season (see team line-up picture), 
which saw the club restart after WW2. I came 
across the annual report for that season and 
it seems from the summary the club had big 
plans to grow, and had managed to gain entry 
to the County League and senior football. 
The competition was, I think, called the 
Sussex County War Emergency League for 
that season, with life struggling to get back to 
normal after the war and men slowly returning 
to civilian life after military service. It would 
have been quite a step up for our relatively 
small-town club at the time, and the end-of-
season report highlights our progress. 

The summary from our chairman of the time, 
Norman Longley (later Sir Norman), highlights 
how far we had come in just the nine months 
since our AGM in 1945 when, despite a 
disappointing turn-out, the club voted to try 
for senior football in the county. Since then, 
Mr Longley states, “I realise the extent of 
what I think has been the growth in those few 
months of the enthusiasm for football of a high 
standard among the people of Crawley.” He 
thanks long-time club servant Ernie Dennett 

for his efforts in persuading the County League 
officials that we should be allowed entry into 
the league. We were placed into the Eastern 
Division of the Sussex County Emergency 
League, meaning much work was required to 
make our “ground” at Yetmans Field (thanks to 
Mr F Yetman) fit for senior football. 
Mr Longley then thanked Mr and Mrs Gear for 
allowing the use of The Sun Hotel (roughly by 
the entrance to the Leisure Park) as club HQ. 
Various establishments have been used as 
such over our history, starting with The George 
Hotel and including The Railway Hotel, The 
White Hart, Ancient Priors and Northgate Café. 

FINALLY A TROPHY & SENIOR FOOTBALL

Victorious Montgomery Cup winners April 
1926

1945-46 War Time Emergency League Line Up 
at Yetmans Field

Annual Report cover 
1945-46 2726
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We would use The Sun for meetings as well 
as pre- and post-match refreshments, and also 
for changing facilities for the players as The 
Sun was but a short distance from Yetmans 
Field.

In the report, Mr Longley also highlighted the 
problems of attracting enough players of the 
appropriate standard, and it seems we even 
resorted to advertising on the screen of the 
Embassy Cinema (where Turtle Bay is now) 
before the start of the entertainment for this 
purpose.

All this led to a reasonable season for the first 
team. Including both friendlies and league 
games; we won twelve, drew two and lost 
fifteen. With our County League record being 
thirteen points out of a possible twenty-eight 
(obviously reduced sized leagues at the time). 

Mr Longley mentioned how we almost created 
a huge shock in the Sussex Senior Cup (over 
two legs we lost to HMS Marlborough - having 
won the home leg 5-2 and lost 10-3 away!), 
but did manage to beat the league leaders 
Haywards Heath (them again!) on their own 
ground as we managed a creditable mid-
table finish (Brighton ‘A’ finished second from 
bottom).

One last thing I want to include from the 
document is the Income and Expenditure, just 
to show relative costs involved in running a 
volunteer-led club playing senior football at 
the time. I will leave you to read through these 
fascinating items.

I see we even had to pay tax on entertainment, 
lots of which I hope to see in the remains of 
this current season. Or failing that, some wins 
will do!

Mick Fox  
mjfjo@yahoo.co.uk

RETRO RED DEVILS CONTINUED >>>>
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AWAY TRAVEL
CRAWLEY TOWN SUPPORTERS AWAY TRAVEL
PROVIDED BY GH COACHES

For more information and to book your seat,  
email ghcoachesat@gmail.com or visit  
www.ghcoaches.co.uk (scan the QR code)

SATURDAY 11TH APRIL 2026, 12.30PM –  
BRISTOL ROVERS - 8AM DEPARTURE

Again with financial help from the club 
we are hoping to offer subsided travel 
on our coach travelling to our game 
at Bristol Rovers. The coach(es) will 
depart from the Broadfield Stadium at 
8.00am – we will travel to Bristol with 
a stop at Leigh Delamare services 
on the way – we will not be stopping 
for a buffet, as being an early kick 
off we don’t have the time. Coaches 
will park up at the stadium by the 
away turnstiles. Please return to 
the coaches straight after the game 
finishes. On the return journey we will 
have a break at Reading services. Match tickets are not on sale at the moment. Please make 
payments for your seats as you book them – we will confirm all bookings – if you need our bank 
details then please ask. We will start taking booking from now, so that we can see what the 
uptake is and whether we need to speak to United about any additional coaches. The last date 
for adding an additional coach will be Tuesday 7th April – we will continue to take bookings if 
seats are still available on the coaches.

SATURDAY 25TH APRIL 2026, 3PM – ACCRINGTON STANLEY

Well this is it, our last away game 
of the season – I remember when 
it was the last game of the season, 
way back in our first term in the 
Football League. We ended up 
getting promoted to League 1 at our 
first attempt, with a 1–0 win, Scott 
Neilson scoring in the second half. 

The coach departs from the 
Broadfield Stadium at 6.30am 
and cost is £40.00. We will have a 
comfort/coffee break at the M6 Toll services at about 9.30am and then a buffet stop again at the 
Foresters Arms, Standish, as we did for Fleetwood. We will depart from the Foresters Arms at 
1.00pm to arrive at Accrington about 2.00pm. The Coach will park up at the stadium. We depart 
straight after the game and will have a break at some point on the return journey, depending on 

traffic conditions – either at Warwick or Oxford Services. We should be home 
for about 10.30pm – depending on traffic and any diversions Match tickets are 
not yet on sale for this game.

REMEMBER... If you can’t get 
to the stadium to pick up your 
away match tickets we can 
collect and bring them to the 
game, on the coach – just let us 
and the club know when buying 
your tickets that you want them 
collected (please make sure they 
put a contact telephone number 
on the envelope) – we will text 
you when we have them, so you 
don’t need to worry. 

Full details of our away matches are also on our website www.ghcoaches.co.uk . 
To book on any of these coaches we will be in Redz bar before any home game – 
Saturdays or midweek – or you can book via Email, text messages to Alain – NEW E 
mail ghcoachesat@gmail.com Text or phone 07771-792346. Patrick via Facebook or 
X (Twitter). For coach payments this can be done either via Bank transfer or if in Redz 
cash. If you need our bank details then please ask. 

We are in partnership with UNITED MINIBUSES AND COACHES  
to run supporter transport to matches – UNITED Telephone 01293 781000
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CTFC HONOURS LIST
Lge 2 Wembley Play Off Winners 2023/24
Promoted to League 1 3rd Place 2011/12

FA Cup 5th Round 2010/11 & 2011/12
EFL League Cup 4th Round 2019/20

Conference Champions 2010/11
Southern League Champions 2003/04
Southern League Cup Winner 2003/04
Southern League Cup Winner 2002/03

Southern League Cup Runner-up 2000/01
Sussex Senior Cup Winner 1989/90, 1990/91, 2002/03, 2004/05

Roy Hayden Trophy Winner 1990/91, 1991/92, 2004/05 
Sussex Floodlight Cup Winner 1990/91, 91/92, 92/93, 98/99

William Hill Senior Cup Winner 1992/93
Gilbert Rice Floodlight Cup Winner 1979/80, 1983/84

Sussex Intermediate Cup Winner 1927/28
Montgomery Cup Winner 1925/26

Mid Sussex Senior League Winner 1902/03 31



RED DEVILS’ STATS
HISTORICAL STATS COMPILED BY IAN MULCAHY 2025/26 SEASON PLAYER STATS
ATTENDANCES & EFL STATS AS AT 28/3/26

NB: The EFL only allow 5 loanees to be included in each matchday squad

* CRD = Contract Review Date   * = Not Published   ~ = On Loan to CTFC
3332

CTFC TOP 15 HOME ATTENDANCES	
Conference	 Att	 League Two	 Att	 League One	 Att
18/03/2011 - AFC Wimbledon	 4,054	 07/10/2023 - Wrexham	 5,572	 03/05/2015 - Coventry	 5,744
26/02/2011 - Barrow	 3,941	 07/05/2024 - MK Dons	 5,564	 18/03/2014 - Wolves	 5,680
22/02/2011 - Southport	 3,765	 07/03/2017 - Portsmouth	 5,350	 23/12/2024 - Birmingham	 5,530
02/04/2011 - Darlington	 3,554	 29/03/2024 - Doncaster	 5,336	 11/03/2025 - Charlton	 5,489	
12/02/2011 - Wrexham	 3,331	 13/04/2024 - Colchester	 5,223	 28/04/2025 - Northampton	 5,105	
12/04/2011 - Luton	 3,326	 02/04/2018 - Swindon	 5,008	 09/09/2012 - Portsmouth	 5,058	
29/03/2011 - Mansfield	 3,162	 27/04/2024 - Grimsby	 4,885	 01/02/2025 - Wrexham	 5,049	
22/04/2011 - Rushden & Diamonds	3,083	 22/12/2023 - AFC Wimbledon	 4,792	 01/03/2025 - Cambridge	 4,955
05/03/2011 - Histon	 3,031	 06/04/2012 - Crewe 	 4,723	 12/04/2025 - Leyton Orient	 4,793	
30/04/2011 - York 	 2,945	 25/03/2023 - Rochdale	 4,717	 09/11/2024 - Huddersfield	 4,752	
07/12/2004 - Barnet	 2,941	 28/04/2012 - Hereford	 4,615	 10/08/2024 - Blackpool	 4,718	
17/08/2004 - Hereford	 2,570	 28/03/2026 - Gillingham	 4,338	 31/08/2024 - Barnsley	 4,704	
16/10/2010 - Newport	 2,566	 19/08/2023 - Gillingham	 4,310	 28/09/2024 - Bolton	 4,696	
21/02/2005 - Morecambe	 2,516	 14/01/2017 - Hartlepool	 4,266	 22/12/2012 - Sheffield U	 4,604	
21/08/2004 - Aldershot	 2,508	 26/12/2011 - Gillingham	 4,255	 14/09/2024 - Stockport	 4,538

FOOTBALL LEAGUE			
Most Lge Points	 84	 L2 2011/12	
Least Lge points 	 46	 L2 2022/23, L1 2024/25	
Most Draws	 15	 L2 2011/12, L1 2013/14, L2 2019/20	
Least Draws	 7	 L2 2023/24	
Most wins	 23	 L2 2011/12	
Least wins	 11	 L2 2019/20, L2 2022/23	
Most defeats	 25	 L2 2015/16	
Least defeats	 8	 L2 2011/12	
Most goals scored	 76	 L2 2011/12	
Least goals scored	 45	 L2 2015/16	
Most goals conceded	 83	 L1 2024/25	
Least goals conceded	 47	 L2 2019/20 (37 matches only due to COVID)	
		  54 in full seasons L2 2011/12 and L1 2013/14
Best GD	 22	 L2 2011/12	
Worst GD	 -33	 L2 2015/16	

Best Home Att	 5,744	 3 May 2015 v Coventry City, League One	
Best Away Att	 27,325	 18 Apr 2025 v Birmingham City, League One	  
		  CTFCH stats show 33,341, 19 May 2024 v Crewe  
		  Alexandra at Wembley. 
Lowest Home Att	 1,455	 26 Sep 2017 v Newport County, League Two	  
		  12 Dec 2020 v Barrow was 650, but was also a “sell out”  
		  due to COVID restrictions
Lowest Away Att	 1,098	 20 Oct 2015 v Morecambe, League Two	
Top season scorer	 23	 Danilo Orsi (2023/24) League goals only
Top Season Apps	 49	 Klaidi Lolos League appearances only (inc. from the  
	 	 bench), including the 3 play off matches

No / Pos / Player / Previous Club or Loan Status
These stats cover all competitions

CTFC 25-26 Stats CTFC Career

CRD* St Su Gls Y R Apps Gls

2 DF Scott Malone Cambridge Utd 06/26 11 2 1 4 16 1
3 DF Dion Conroy Swindon Town 06/27 21 5 104 4
4 DF Geraldo Bajrami On loan from Burton ~ 25 5 3 8 30 3
5 DF Charlie Barker Wealdstone 06/27 37 4 1 11 85 3
6 MF Max Anderson Dundee 06/26 12 8 2 7 67 5
7 MF Harry Forster Bromley 06/26 18 17 3 4 98 10
10 MF Reece Brown Forest Green Rovers 06/26 18 6 2 3 24 2
12 DF Lewis Richards Bradford City 06/27 6 3 1 9
13 FW Harry McKirdy Bromley 06/26 22 7 6 6 1 29 6
14 FW Louis Flower On loan to Woking 06/26 6 10 3 3 16 3
15 DF Ben Radcliffe On loan to Gateshead 06/27 4 2 1 23 2
16 DF Jonny Russell Glentoran * 11 1 11
18 FW Danny Cashman On loan to Sutton 06/27 3 2 1 5
19 MF Dion Pereira Luton Town 06/26 16 10 1 26
20 FW Justin Ferizaj Bray Wanderers 06/28 2 1 3
21 FW Ryan Loft On loan from Cambridge Utd ~ 15 1 4 5 2 16 4
22 FW Ade Adeyemo Cray Valley PM 06/26 19 6 1 4 89 9
23 MF Fate Kotey On loan to Whitehawk 06/27 2 3 5
25 MF Antony Papadopoulos On loan to Chelmsford 06/26   3 10 1
26 MF Jay Williams (Captain) MK Dons 06/26 30 1 3 11 87 6
27 MF Louie Watson Luton Town 06/26 11 8 3 27
28 DF Josh Flint FC Vollendam 06/26 35 1 1 4 56 1
30 MF Louie Copley On loan from Arsenal ~ 4 4
31 DF Akin Odimayo Newport County 06/27 4 5 9
32 MF Taylor Richards QPR 06/26 7 5 2 2 12 2
33 GK Will Heater On loan to Sheppey Utd *
34 GK Jojo Wollacott Hibernian 06/26 11 48
35 GK Jacob Chapman On loan from Hudderfield ~ 14 1 14
38 FW Tobi Adeyemo On loan from Watford ~ 3 2 1 5 1
41 DF Kellan Gordon Notts County 06/27 12 1 1 4 13 1
42 DF Theo Vassell Barrow 06/26 7 1 7
44 MF Klaidi Lolos On loan from Peterborough ~ 11 1 1 1 67 16
49 MF Ronan Darcy On loan from Wigan ~ 10 2 3 91 8
56 MF Jude Robertson On loan to Whitehawk * 3 1 3
99 FW Danilo Orsi AFC Wimbledon 06/28 15 1 65 26



Position & Team P W D L F A +/- Pts
1 Bromley 40 22 13 5 63 38 +25 79
2 Milton Keynes Dons 40 21 11 8 76 41 +35 74
3 Notts County 40 22 7 11 67 42 +25 73
4 Cambridge United 39 20 12 7 56 29 +27 72
5 Swindon Town 40 21 7 12 64 46 +18 70
6 Salford City 40 22 4 14 55 48 +7 70
7 Crewe Alexandra 40 18 9 13 60 48 +12 63
8 GRIMSBY TOWN 38 17 11 10 56 40 +16 62
9 Chesterfield 39 16 14 9 61 52 +9 62
10 Oldham Athletic 39 16 13 10 48 33 +15 61
11 Walsall 40 17 10 13 49 42 +7 61
12 Barnet 40 16 12 12 50 43 +7 60
13 Fleetwood Town 40 14 13 13 49 47 +2 55
14 Colchester United 39 14 12 13 51 42 +9 54
15 Accrington Stanley 39 13 9 17 38 44 -6 48
16 Bristol Rovers 40 14 4 22 42 60 -18 46
17 Gillingham 39 11 12 16 44 58 -14 45
18 Cheltenham Town 38 11 9 18 43 65 -22 42
19 Shrewsbury Town 40 11 8 21 37 64 -27 41
20 Tranmere Rovers 39 9 9 21 48 69 -21 36
21 CRAWLEY TOWN 40 7 13 20 38 60 -22 34
22 Newport County 40 9 7 24 40 67 -27 34
23 Barrow 39 8 8 23 38 64 -26 32
24 Harrogate Town 40 7 9 24 29 60 -31 30

MONDAY 6TH APRIL 2026
Barrow v Chesterfield
Cheltenham Town v Cambridge United
Crawley Town v Grimsby Town
Crewe Alexandra v Salford City
Fleetwood Town v Barnet
Gillingham v Accrington Stanley
Harrogate Town v Bristol Rovers
Notts County v Newport County
Oldham Athletic v Milton Keynes Dons
Swindon Town v Walsall
Tranmere Rovers v Colchester United

TUESDAY 7TH APRIL 2026
Bromley v Shrewsbury Town
 
FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 2026
Colchester United v Swindon Town

SATURDAY 11TH APRIL 2026
Accrington Stanley v Fleetwood Town

Barnet v Barrow
Bristol Rovers v Crawley Town
Cambridge United v Notts County
Chesterfield v Tranmere Rovers
Grimsby Town v Crewe Alexandra
Milton Keynes Dons v Bromley
Newport County v Harrogate Town
Salford City v Gillingham
Shrewsbury Town v Oldham Athletic
Walsall v Cheltenham Town
 
TUESDAY 14TH APRIL 2026
7.45pm	 Barrow v Oldham Athletic
7.45pm	 Cheltenham Town v Gillingham
7.45pm	 Chesterfield v Grimsby Town
7.45pm	 Colchester Utd v Accrington Stanley
 
THURSDAY 16TH APRIL 2026
8pm	 Bromley v Cambridge United

LEAGUE TWO INFO
SKYBET LEAGUE TWO TABLES & UPCOMING FIXTURES
AS AT 28/3/26
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RAIL TRAVEL
BY HERBERT’S TOURS
Bristol Rovers -  
Saturday 11th April
07:10 Three Bridges - Farringdon 
Then the Elizabeth line to London 
Paddington (takes 8 minutes, included in 
the ticket price)
08:30 London Paddington  - Bristol 
Temple Meads 10:02.
It’s then a taxi or Uber to the stadium or 
a short walk to Bristol City centre, where 
there are some fantastic pubs. You can 
then get a number 73 or 74 bus to the 
Memorial Stadium, which is located just 
off Filton Avenue.
Return journey: Taxi/Uber or 73/74 bus 
from Filton Avenue (50 yards from the 
Stadium) back to Bristol City Centre. Then the short walk back to Bristol Temple Meads station.
16:00 Bristol Temple Meads - London Paddington 17.35
Elizabeth line from Paddington to Farringdon.
18:24 Farringdon - Three Bridges 19:09.
Currently £39 return with a railcard, £59 without at the time of going to press. Thetrainline.com

Accrington Stanley -  
Saturday 25th April
07:01 Three Bridges to London Bridge 
07:34 Tube Northern Line to London Euston
08:30 London Euston to Preston 10:39
10:44 or 11:24 Preston to Accrington
Accrington Stanley FC is about a 20 minute 
walk up hill from the railway station.
Return journey:
17:23 or 18:12 Accrington to Preston
19:07 Preston to London Euston 21:40
Tube Northern Line to London Bridge
22:15 London Bridge to Three Bridges 
22:49
*Thameslink services are terminating at London Bridge that weekend, hence why the tube is 
required to get to London Euston. The cheapest price at the time of going to press with a railcard 
is to purchase three separate return tickets. Three Bridges to London Bridge £9.30; London to 
Preston £58; Preston to Accrington £6.45; So around £73 return in total. For the tube journey 
you can tap in tap out.
The price from London to Preston will increase, so it’s always advisable to book well in advance. 
The other two fares will remain the same.

For the best price it always pays to purchase a railcard and to book 
at least 5 weeks in advance for longer distance AwayDays.

34

Fans coming home from Hartlepool



THE RED DEVILS’ DIARY MATCH PROGRAMME IS 
DESIGNED, PRODUCED & PRINTED BY 

Match Programme Specialists
info@footieprint.co.uk

2 	 DF 	 Scott MALONE
4 	 DF 	 Geraldo BAJRAMI 
5 	 DF 	 Charlie BARKER
6 	 MF 	 Max ANDERSON 
7 	 MF 	 Harry FORSTER 
12	 DF	 Lewis RICHARDS
13 	 FW 	 Harry MCKIRDY 
14 	 FW 	 Louis FLOWER 
15 	 DF 	 Ben RADCLIFFE 
16 	DF 	 Jonny RUSSELL 
18 	 FW 	 Danny CASHMAN 
19 	MF 	 Dion PEREIRA 
20	 MF	 Justin FERIZAJ
21 	FW	 Ryan LOFT 
22 	FW 	 Ade ADEYEMO 
23 	MF 	 Fate KOTEY 
26 	MF 	 Jay WILLIAMS 
27 	MF 	 Louie WATSON 
28 	DF 	 Josh FLINT 
30	 MF	 Louie COPLEY
31 	DF 	 Akin ODIMAYO
32 	MF 	 Taylor RICHARDS
33 	GK 	 Will HEATER
34 	GK 	 Jojo WOLLACOTT 
35	 GK	 Jacob CHAPMAN
38 	FW 	 Tobi ADEYEMO
41	 DF	 Kellan GORDON
42 	DF 	 Theo VASSELL
44	 MF	 Klaidi LOLOS
49	 MF	 Ronan DARCY
56 	MF 	 Jude ROBERTSON
99	 FW	 Danilo ORSI

1	 GK	 Christy PYM
2	 DF	 Maldini KACURRI
3	 DF	 Jayden SWEENEY
4	 MF	 Kieran GREEN
5	 DF	 Harvey RODGERS
6	 DF	 Samuel LAVELLE
7	 MF	 Jamie WALKER
8	 MF	 Evan KHOURI
9	 FW	 Jaze KABIA
10	 FW	 Jude SOONSUP-BELL
11	 MF	 Jason Daði SVANÞÓRSSON
14	 MF	 Justin AMALUZOR
15	 MF	 Géza Dávid TURI
16	 DF	 Reece STAUNTON
17	 DF	 Cameron MCJANNET
18	 MF	 Darragh BURNS
19	 MF	 Zak GILSENAN
20	 MF	 George MCEACHRAN
21	 DF	 Tyrell WARREN
22	 FW	 Cameron GARDNER
23	 MF	 Henry BROWN
24	 DF	 Doug THARME
29	 MF	 Clarke ODUOR 
30	 MF	 Charles VERNAM
31	 GK	 Jackson SMITH
39	 FW	 Andy COOK
40	 FW	 Tyrell SELLARS-FLEMING
41	 GK	 Seb AUTON

MATCH OFFICIALS
Due to earlier print deadlines due to the 
easter weekend, the match officials for 
today’s game were not available at the time 
of going to print.
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